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Objectives:





				At the conclusion of this session, students should be able to:





				12.1	Identify two examples of warning disbelief or threat denial responses





				12.2	Identify two examples of informal warning contacts





				12.3	Describe two examples of confirmation activity





				12.4	Discuss at least four of the community agencies that comprise a warning system





				12.5	Identify three social factors that constrain warning responses
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Scope


				This session, with the use of a video, provides students with a shared case example that illustrates portions of the theoretical principles discussed in prior sessions. The video should portray a specific event where public warning responses are highlighted and the community warning system is described.
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				2.	Student: (Reread) Ronald W. Perry and Michael K. Lindell. 1991. “The Effects of Ethnicity on Evacuation Decision�Making.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 9:47�68.





Requirements


				A video must be obtained to provide the shared case example experience. Terrible Tuesday is recommended and is available from some FEMA regional offices and some local offices of the National Weather Service. The video should be about 20�25 minutes in length and depict public responses to an actual disaster like the 1979 Wichita Falls, Texas tornado.





Remarks


				In addition to reviewing the video, the professor should review the article by Perry and Lindell (1991) so as to better relate specific findings and conclusions to aspects of human response presented in the video.





Supplemental


Considerations





Setting the Stage


				Briefly review the highlights from the article by Perry and Lindell (1991). Stress that the behavior of any single individual is not predictable by sociological theories, but various social factors do constrain the behavior of people. Patterns in their behavior have been identified that are explained by the multivariate theoretical models being developed by disaster researchers. Respond to a limited number of student questions.





				Assign discussion questions listed below and encourage students to make notes during the video.





Show Video





Discussion


 Questions


				1.	What examples of warning disbelief or threat denial responses are presented?





				2.	What informal warning contacts are portrayed?





				3.	What types of confirmation activities are illustrated in this video?





				4.	What agencies comprise the community warning system?





				5.	What social factors are evident that appear to have constrained warning responses?





Linkage to


 Theory


				Use discussion question No. 5 as a lead for brief class discussion on the variables and model presented by Perry and Lindell (1991).





Teaching Tip


				Review Perry and Lindell carefully prior to class meeting to insure familiarity with the variables and operational measures used. Also, during class discussion relate findings from other studies of disaster warnings like Hurricane Carla (Moore et al. 1963) and various tornadoes (e.g., Moore 1958).
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